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On the afternoon of Aug. 30, in a televised announcement which came as a surprise to no one,
Gen. Augusto Pinochet was proclaimed the candidate for the presidential plebiscite, scheduled
for Oct. 5. The selection was made by the nation's armed forces chiefs Rodolfo Stange (national
police), Fernando Matthei (air force), Jose Merino (navy) and Pinochet (army) in less than two hours.
If the 72-year-old Pinochet receives a majority of "yes" votes in the plebiscite, he will continue
as president until 1997. President of the Christian Democrat party, Patricio Aylwin, said that the
nomination of Gen. Pinochet where he voted to succeed himself proved the "best lie to the supposed
democratic intentions of the regime." He added that it is highly unlikely that the general will
govern as a democrat after 15 years of "revealing his mentality as a dictator, with disrespect for
human rights and dignity." In a long afternoon of ceremonial military pomp and patriotic gestures
attended by thousands of Pinochet supporters, the general promised to lead the nation in the
"restoration of a renewed and invigorated democracy." Throughout the afternoon opposition
demonstrators expressed their dismay with Pinochet's candidacy in Santiago, Concepcion, Osorno,
and El Paraiso, among other cities. These gatherings and clashes between student supporters and
opponents of Pinochet were dispersed by the police with the use of tear gas and water cannons.
Demonstrators set up barricades a few blocks from Defense Ministry headquarters in Santiago, and
threw rocks at government security vehicles patrolling the area during the ceremony celebrating
the general's nomination. At dusk, opponents to the regime banged pots and pans in Santiago
and most major cities. In an early report on Tuesday evening, the national police reported that 364
persons had been arrested throughout the country; over 200 of the total were detained in Santiago
alone. More than 20 persons were injured, said spokerspersons, including two policemen. * On
Tuesday evening, the Agence France-Presse reported that a one-year-old child was shot to death
during a protest consisting of a great clatter of pots and pans. The child was killed when a car
occupied by persons in civilian clothes sped through shooting into the crowd. Another youth,
identified as Emilio Valenzuela, 18, was injured by a bullet in the leg in a similar incident in a
residential neighborhood called Providencia. Barricades were maintained in numerous barrios on
the city's periphery throughout the evening hours. Meanwhile, an electricity blackout affecting
several neighborhoods in downtown Santiago and outlying suburbs left residents in the dark until
dawn. The cause of the blackout was not known. * On Aug. 31, AP reported that the death toll
had increased to three, and another dozen university students were arrested in new protests. The
third victim was identified as Antonio Sandoval Cares, 31. Witnesses said Sandoval, resident of a
poor suburb in southern Santiago, was shot in the left eye by persons in civilian clothes from an
automobile. He was participating in a protest march when the assailants sped by and shot into the
crowd. According to AP, two other young persons, 14 and 15 years of age, respectively, said AP,
died in similar circumstances in low-income neighborhoods of the city. On Wednesday, police
spokespersons reported that 846 had been arrested during protests and demonstrations following
the announcement of Pinochet's candidacy. Government officials blamed the protesters for the three
deaths, and all violent incidents. (Basic data from AFP, AP, 08/30/88; AP, 08/31/88)
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